
  

HYC News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Thursday 3 November was the first race of the first Twilight Series for the 2016-17 

season. Five boats competed. Conditions were good for harbour racing, with a gusty 

westerly funneling down the Kermandie River valley. The wind eased a little after the 

first lap, and the race was shortened to two laps.  

 

Stan Pickering's Obsession took the lead from 

Will Meure's Stardust Dancer in the first lap and 

held it almost to the end. Obsession was 

overtaken by winner Jeff Sharp's French 

Connection on the last leg of the race with Mick 

Bartlett's Another Girl Another Planet rapidly 

catching up to cross the line a mere 2 seconds 

after Obsession. Phil and Julie Mitchell's Kalista 

came in at fourth place with Stardust Dancer 

last. There was the customary BBQ afterwards at 

the club house. 

 

       

       

   Kalista competes in Twilight race1 

 

The first race of the combined Huon Yacht Club and Port Cygnet Sailing Club Fred 

McLaren Perpetual Memorial Trophy four race series started from the PCSC start line 

at 12:00 PM on Sunday 6th November. There was a good turnout of 11 boats – four 

from HYC and seven from PCSC.  

The race started with a good spinnaker run down the Cygnet estuary, but winds 

became changeable near Beaupre Point at the junction with the Huon River. After a 

short period of confusion the predicted North-Westerly kicked in and blew a steady 10 

– 15 knots occasionally gusting to 20 knots, resulting in close-hauled tacking to the 

HYC finish line at Shipwrights Point. The boats rapidly spread apart, with the big boats 

Varg and French Connection battling for first place. Varg finally took the lead and 

finished 10 minutes ahead of her rival. On handicap Gomez took third place, followed 



  

by Komodo, Ozone, AGAP, then Obsession, Catherine, True Blue (well sailed single-

handedly by Dave O'Neill), with Madam last. Dinkum retired early in the race. 

 

 

       French Connection crosses the finish line as Gomez (G3) returns to Cygnet 

 

The next race in the McLaren series will be held Sunday 11 December. This will be a 

harbour race on the HYC course. For further information on upcoming races and other 

events please go to the web page huonyachtclub.org. 


