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Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

The Pipe Opener Series 

This iconic weekend series of three races marks the start of the summer yacht racing 

season in southern Tasmania. It was held last weekend. 

The first event was a night sail through the D'Entrecasteaux Channel from the 

Derwent Sailing Squadron Hobart to Gordon. A fleet of 33 boats was given a send off 

from Hobart by a traditional Scottish piper on Friday evening at the 7 PM start. But 

initial wind conditions were very light and variable and they became even lighter as 

the boats reached the Channel.  

 

By midnight the whole fleet had come to a standstill and the race organisers had to 

shorten the course for a finish at Green Island. A light following wind came up and all 

boats went on to finish by 5 AM Saturday. Some returned to Hobart, but most carried 

on up-river to the Kermandie Marina at Port Huon, in preparation for the second race 

later in the day.   

Boats from the Huon Yacht Club in the Pipe Opener were Obsession, Ramrod, 

Redback, Teos and Femme Fatale. Stan Pickering's Obsession finished third in Division 

3 and Scott Sharp's Ramrod finished fourth in Division 1. 

The Huon Aquaculture 'Cock of the Huon' 

Race 2 of the series is the traditional 'Cock of the Huon' event, which has a long 

history in the district. Last year it was won by Stan Pickering and his crew on 
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Obsession - they brought the award back to the Huon Yacht Club after a few years 

absence. But this year it was won by Matthew Denholm and his crew on Cleopatra 

from the Bellerive Yacht Club. They also took first prize in both the Pipe Opener on 

Friday and Race 3 on Sunday - an outstanding hat trick.  

The Cock of the Huon is a harbour race that starts from the HYC start line at 

Shipwrights Point. 31 boats set out in what were once again very light and variable 

winds. Two boats drifted over the line before the starter's gun and had to restart. All 

boats were becalmed through the wind change, but the race was saved by the onset 

of a steady 10 knot SE wind. Matthew Denholm and his crew on Cleopatra were the 

winners in Division 1, Mick Bartlett's AGAP (Another Girl Another Planet) took second 

place in the Division 2 and Obsession was placed third in Division 3. 

 

Cock of the Huon team. L to R. Doug Watkins, Katherine Hewitt, Skipper Mathew 

Denholm, Robbie Tuck and Derek Inglis, Bellerive Yacht Club 

A prize-giving dinner was held at the 

Kermandie Hotel that evening. Over 130 

sailors and friends attended, mostly from 

Hobart and the Derwent. An excellent night 

was had by all. Our new commodore Stan 

Pickering presided over the prize giving, 

helped by Paul Shilcock and Anne Benjamin.  

DSS Commodore Steve Chau(L) addresses 

sailors and friends as Stan Pickering 

watches on. 
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Thanks go out to the staff at the Kermandie Hotel for providing the excellent food and 

drink for the event, including the very welcome hot breakfasts from the marquee at 

the marina on Saturday and Sunday morning. 

Pipe Opener Race 3 

The third race of the series started at 9:30 on Sunday, a long-distance race from the 

Huon River near the Port Huon Wharf to Gordon in the Channel. Very light and 

changeable winds again meant the course had to be shortened. The wind started out 

Northerly but died and took almost an hour to swing round to the SE and build up 

strength. The finish was moved to mid channel near the entrance to Cygnet Harbour 

and the race was concluded by 2:30 PM. 25 boats raced in this event. First prize in 

Division 1 went to Cleopatra (again!).  

Mick Bartlett's AGAP took out first place in Division 2.  

 

Other HYC boats in Race 3 were Ramrod, Red Jacket, Femme Fatale, Obsession and a 

new boat in our fleet this year, Ken Studley's Teos. 

Credits and Sponsors 

The 2015 Pipe Opener series has been jointly hosted by the Derwent Sailing Squadron 

and the Huon Yacht Club, sponsored by Ronald Young Builders and Huon Aquaculture. 

Many thanks to our sponsors and all the club members and others that made this 

weekend the success it was. 

For full results for all races check the Derwent Sailing Squadron's web page at  
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http://dssinc-results.org/results/2015PIPEOPENER/2015PIPEOPENER/series.htm 

Coming up 

Sunday 4 October is the date for the Huon Yacht Club Opening Day at our Shipwrights' 

Point premises.  The event begins at 1:30 PM with a sail past and the official opening, 

followed by a short race and refreshments afterwards. Members, friends and anyone 

interested in yacht racing are welcome. 


