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2018 is the 50th anniversary of the start of the Pipeopener race. Initially it was a race from Hobart to 

Port Huon and the boats then stayed the week and raced back the next weekend. It was several 

years after the first year of the Pipeopener that it was decided to include the harbour race called the 

Cock of the Huon to the event. Long term member of the Huon Yacht Club, Jeff Sharp, has sailed in 

the yearly event 47 times. Patron of the HYC, Roger Harwood sailed in the second race ever held. 

36 yachts set sail at 7pm on Friday night 21st September to race to Gordon, the current finish line. 

Not all boats kept going towards Port Huon for the weekend’s festivities but returned to Hobart. 

Saturday showed the collection of Hobart boats in the Kermandie Marina, some return racers and 

some new to the Huon. The winds experienced overnight varied wildly in speed and direction. HYC 

yachts French Connection and Another Girl, Another Planet both suffered damage to sails in the 

unpredictable wind. 

The 2018 Cock of the Huon race had a 

prediction of wind from the west to south 

west in the afternoon of between 15 to 25 

knots with showers. The actual weather 

wasn’t far out with slightly lighter winds (10 

to 20 knots) varying in direction. It was a 

good strength which suited most of the 

boats. Division 3 had 7 boats start at 

1.30pm. These were Minami, Barcoo, Lock 

on Wood, Eenee, Moonshadow, French 

Connection and Hydrotherapy. Division 3 

boats had a good trouble free start in 

sunshine and a westerly of about 12 knots coming out of Hospital Bay. 

 

Division 2 boats (start time 1.45pm), 

Young Lion, Frontline, Emotional Rescue, 

Wings Three, Twitch,  Ultimate Challenge 

and Doghouse had a good start in light 

rain and the wind varying from west to 

south west at about 10 knots. 

 

 

 

 

Division 1 boats started at 2pm and 

these were Helsal V, Zephyr, Menage, 

Redback, Philosopher, Tas Paints, Rad, 

and Crusader. The sun was shining even 

though rain patches could be seen both 

to the north and south of the race fleet. 
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The wind freshened to15 to 20 knots for their start. 

The course set was from the start line in front of the clubhouse to Brabizon point, to Hospital Bay 

back to the start/finish line, to Bullock Point, back to start/finish, then Brabizon Point, Hospital Bay, 

then to the finish line. First over the finish line was Hydrotherapy, second Moonshadow, third French 

Connection. 

The presentation dinner was held at the Kermandie Hotel and a large crowd attended. Commodore 

of the Huon Yacht Club, John Flowers, welcomed the enthusiastic group and after an excellent meal 

the prizes were awarded. 

Results were Division 1, first Menage, second Redback, third Rad. Division 2, first Doghouse, second 

Ultimate Challenge, third Young Lion. Division 3, first Barcoo, second French Connection, and third 

Eenee.  

The separate trophy for the Cock of the 

Huon, a beautiful varnished Tasmanian 

timber half model of a classic yacht, 

crafted by Roger Harwood the Huon 

Yacht Club’s patron, is bestowed on the 

overall winner of the three divisions and 

was presented by Roger Harwood. The 

winner of this beautiful trophy and the 

“Cock” hat was Barcoo, skipper John 

Cole-Cook. Roger Harwood was 

delighted to present the trophy to John 

Cole-Cook who also had a long 

association with the Pipeopener and 

Cock of the Huon racing. Sailors all over 

the world are renowned for enjoying 

themselves but when Roger Harwood 

took the floor to relate some stories 

about the characters of the early races, 

the enthralled audience listened in a 

respectful quiet. 

Sunday 23rd September had the crews 

up early for the 9.30am start of the race 

from Port Huon to Gordon and the 

Hobart boats to return home. 


