
  

Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 2 race 5  

The final race of the second twilight pursuit series was held last Thursday with some 

pleasant weather at last. Unfortunately light winds and a rising tide made progress 

difficult at the start - Vellela barely crossed the line and eventually retired after 

drifting backwards for some time. Out of the fleet of seven boats only five finished. 

Solace also retired after failing to make much progress.  

The course was one lap of A – from Shipwrights Point to Bullock Point and back via 

Hospital Bay. Most boats got caught up in the Bermuda Triangle off Bullock Point, 

where light winds and tidal drift can make it very difficult to round the mark. Jeff 

Sharp's Femme Fatale was lucky to get a brief gust and avoided the hole, finishing 

first in 52 minutes at 19:16.  

                            Femme Fatale laps the fleet to win at twilight 

 

 



  

There was a 17 minute wait until Robbie Seabrook's True Blue and Mick Bartlett's 

Foxbat finished within one minute of one another, True Blue taking out second place 

with a time difference of just 10 seconds between the two. There was a longer wait 

until Stardust Dancer and Wistari finished just before 20:00 - within a few minutes of 

each other - with elapsed times of 2 hr 3 minutes and 2 hr 5 minutes respectively. 

There was competitive sailing between the two pairs of smaller boats but veering and 

backing light winds and strong tide made for a rather slow race. 

Autumn Harbour Series Race 1 

Saturday was a very warm and sunny day with tricky changeable winds – 12 knots at 

the start then varying from 2 to 14 knots and swinging from SW to SE. Five boats 

turned out for the race, two laps of course B, to Brabazon Point and back via Hospital 

Bay. Dave O'Neill's Redback got off to a very good start and kept the lead for the 

entire race to take both line honours and first on handicap, completing the 9 nautical 

mile course in 1 hr 36 minutes. 

 

               Redback wins start from Femme Fatale, True Blue and the Yoop 

 



  

 

Femme Fatale was second over the line 20 minutes later, then another 20 minutes to 

True Blue and The Yoop, followed by Stardust Dancer with an elapsed time of 2 hrs 48 

minutes. True Blue maintaining her knack for close finishes crossed the line a mere 20                                                                                                                           

seconds before The Yoop. On corrected time Redback was first, followed by True Blue, 

then Femme Fatale, Stardust Dancer and The Yoop. 

 

Notable for her absence in both of this week’s races was Stan Pickering's Obsession. 

Stan is preparing for the Van Diemens Land Cruise circumnavigating Tasmania on 

Lewis Garnham's Minerva, a 38' ketch. The cruise starts on Wednesday 11 February 

and it is expected the 800 nautical mile course will take five weeks to complete. 

Next Thursday the first race of five in Twilight Series 3 will be held, with a BBQ 

afterwards. Also on Thursday HYC is hosting a lunch for the St Ayles' Skiff Regatta 

Long Row and the return raid of the Tawe Nunnugah participants. 

There will be no races next weekend. The Ladies and Forward Hands event on 

Saturday has been postponed as many boats are away, including Ramrod and Redback 

racing in the Bellerive Yacht Club Crown Series Regatta. 

           Dave O’ Neill guides Redback to line honours and handicap win in harbour race 

 


