
Huon Yacht Club starts the Harbour Racing season. 

By Pam Mann 

 

The first harbour race of the sailing season for the Huon Yacht Club was held this last Saturday. The 

wind was fresh in the morning, pre-race, and expectations were high for a fast race. It was a sunny 

day and just before the race two yachts were tied up to the jetty in front of the clubhouse doing 

some last minute adjustments. The skipper of the “The Yoop”, Rod Coombe was up the mast doing 

some tweaking and “Stardust Dancer’s” crew were working on the genoa sheets.  

Race start was at 2pm with a mass start, three yachts competing. “French Connection” made a nice 

start getting over the line in under 10 seconds. “The Yoop” was second over and “Stardust Dancer” 

made a hurried start third, having only 

just finished the work on the sheet 

ropes. The breeze was around the 

predicted 10-15 knots from the west, 

gusting higher at times, and varying in 

direction. All three boats had to battle 

the inconsistent wind for all three laps. 

The race course for the day was from the 

yacht club to Brabazon Point, to Hospital 

Bay, then back to the start line three 

times. About halfway through the race it 

looked as if the wind would die out 

altogether.  

 

Jeff Sharp’s new asymmetrical spinnaker on “French Connection “ proved to be the secret weapon 

needed to take out the race both on  line honours and on handicap, when due to the conditions, 

others could not find an opportunity to 

hoist their kites.  The big blue spinnaker 

made an impressive spectacle and was 

used to good effect in the shifting north 

westerly winds. “French Connection” led 

the race the whole afternoon and as she 

came out of Hospital Bay under spinnaker 

for the finish line she looked a 

magnificent sight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The wind chose this time to freshen with strong 

gusts from the northwest. Unfortunately problems 

ensued which left the spinnaker flying from the 

masthead like a giant flag. The headsail was quickly 

employed and they crossed the line at 4.37pm. After 

crossing the finish line Jeff Sharp and crew 

impressively brought the recalcitrant sail under 

control by blanketing the sail with the main and no 

harm was done. 

 

 

 

 

“The Yoop” came in second and “Stardust Dancer” third, keeping within a respectable distance of 

the larger, longer and more expensive 

yachts. 

The handicap placings were the same as 

the line placings. Next Saturday’s race is 

the 2nd Harbour race, with pursuit start, 

the first boat to start at 1.30pm. A good 

day on the water was enjoyed by all with 

ample sunshine and the feeling of more 

good weather to come. 

 


