
  

Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Autumn Twilight Series Race 3 

Well it was definitely Autumn last Thursday. Summer seemed to have given up trying 

once more, and it was overcast and cool on the river. A light southerly wind of less 

than 5 knots was blowing at the start for the smaller boats, rising to 10 knots and 

veering to a variable S – SE wind later. There were nine boats out (which is a bit of a 

record for this year) and they all sailed well, finishing within a 15 minute window at 

about 8 pm. 

The course was 3 laps of L – to the mid river buoy, to Hospital Bay and back to the  

start line. The mid river buoy to Hospital Bay leg was directly downwind, so all boats  

were sailing wing-and-wing on that run. 

Jeff Sharpe and crew on Femme Fatale took first place at 19:49 half a minute before 

Mick  Bartlett's Another Girl Another Planet pipped Ramrod for second place by 3 

seconds. It was a very exciting finish – the three 

boats had been close together for the last part of 

the race with some tricky maneuvering going on 

around the mark in Hospital Bay on the last lap. 

The three place-getters were followed by True 

Blue, Carefree, Teos (another new addition to 

the club – a  Beneteau Oceanis 36 sailed by Ken 

Studley), Vellela, Stardust Dancer and Wistari, 

uncharacteristically in last place, but only 15 

minutes behind the winner.  

An interested spectator caught Starter, Lorri’s eye. 

By 7 pm the overcast sky had become darker, visibility worsened and it became 

difficult to see the marks. After the race the Sailing Committee decided to bring the 

start time forward half an hour for the two more races that comprise the rest of the 

Autumn Twilight Season. This means the first boat will start at 17:30 next Thursday. 

The BBQ afterwards at the Yacht Club was well-attended as usual and finished about 

10 pm. 



  

                                     HYC yachts glide over the starting line 

Autumn Harbour Series Race 2 – Killala Bay Tassal Trophy 

This race is run each year in autumn for the Tassal sponsored Killala Bay Trophy. The 

course is normally two laps to Killala Bay, but the starter shortened it to one lap as 

the wind was light to non-existent on a water surface like glass. An incoming tide 

made for a very slow start, in fact Stardust Dancer could not get over the line and 

withdrew from the race. The remaining fleet of 5 boats took more than 20 minutes to 

get past the end of the Port Huon wharf and over an hour to get to Waterloo, where 

True Blue pulled out. The remaining four continued on to Killala Bay and then returned 

to the finish line within 6 minutes of each other. It was a 2.75 hr marathon with an 

average speed of only 2.5 knots. By the time they reached Port Huon the visibility was 

fading fast and a light rain set in. 

Ambrose Coad's Red Jacket was first over the line at 16:44, followed by Another Girl 

Another Planet, Redback and Femme Fatale at 16:50. The order was almost reversed 

on handicap, with Jeff Sharp's Femme Fatale taking first, then Red Jacket,  Another 

Girl Another Planet and Redback. 



  

     A lightweight asymmetrical spinnaker carries Another Girl Another Planet home 

Other News 

The skipper of Obsession, our intrepid bosun Stan Pickering, is in Strahan on Minerva, 

about half-way through the 800 mile Van Diemens Land Circumnavigation Cruise. 

Stan reports that they have had good conditions but some quite long and hard tacks 

especially down the West Coast. Their next leg is to Port Davey, then around the south 

of the island and back to Hobart. 

Next weekend the Port Cygnet Sailing Club dominates the yachting calendar, starting 

on Saturday 7 March with the Kettering to Cygnet Race, followed by the Cygnet 

Regatta on Sunday and the Classics Race on the public holiday Monday. The next HYC 

race is the third race of the Autumn Harbour Series on 14 March. 


