
Last Twilight of the season 7th March 

 

The last Twilight race of the season was held 15 minutes earlier, due to the shortening days and the 

dinner to be held afterwards. Kate Hoorweg from Chomps Elysees of Franklin was catering for the 

feast and no 

one wanted to 

miss that. The 

course chosen 

was the shorter 

option, that is, 

from Start/finish 

line to the 

Hospital Bay 

buoy, then to 

the mid river 

buoy and back 

to the 

start/finish line, 

3 laps.  

Six yachts arrived to compete, these were Driftwood to start at 5.41pm, Velella at 5.51, Sea Gems at 

5.52, Aqua Fae at 5.57, Sabre at 6.07 and Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP) at 6.24. At 5pm the 

wind was north to north west at 15knots, so the starters hoped the wind may hold for the whole 3 

laps, but at 6pm the wind had started to ease to 8 knots. By 6.15 Driftwood then Velella had 

completed their first lap and AGAP hadn’t even reached her starting time. Aqua Fae and Sea Gems 

started their second lap as AGAP started. Sabre started his second lap by 6.36 but AGAP was making 

excellent time, completing the first lap in 23 minutes.  

The end of the second lap showed changes in the positions of the boats. Velella led, ahead of 

Driftwood then Aqua Fae, Sea Gems, Sabre and AGAP, who was quickly closing the distance. The 
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starters decided that the third lap would be held, after considering the wind speed at the time and 

the lap times being achieved. By 7pm though, the breeze had eased even further to 6 knots. Due to 

the overcast conditions the last lap was in fading light. Velella was the first over the finish line at 

7.33pm, followed by Aqua Fae, Driftwood, Sabre, AGAP, and sixth Sea Gems. 

All the boats were back at their moorings and the crews had arrived by 8.15pm to enjoy the feast 

prepared for the end of the Twilight races season.  

The final item in this seasons program is the Novice skipper/Lady Skippers/Forward Hands race to be 

held on at 1.30pm Saturday 16th March, with an afternoon feast, (bring a plate) to be held 

afterwards. This a chance for the crews to reverse the roles, and be skipper for a while. 

 


