
  

Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 2 Race 1 

The first twilight race of 2015 was held at Port Huon on Thursday 8 January. Seven 

boats started at different times based on their handicap - Wistari first at 17:50 and 

Red Jacket last at 18:32. There was a 5 – 10 knot NW wind at the start under 

overcast skies with very light drizzle, which fortunately cleared up quickly. The wind 

freshened early in the race, often changing direction and gusting to more than 20 

knots, which made for some exciting sailing. Another exciting event happened at 

18:40 when the new 75 m Huon Aquaculture 'well-boat' Ronja Huon came in to dock 

at the Port Huon wharf. Most boats kept well clear, but Mick Bartlett's Foxbat was 

navigating the mark in Hospital Bay as the Ronja Huon slowly crossed the end of the 

wharf, and as the well-boat has right of way Mick had to make some rapid evasive 

maneuvers.  

Robbie Seabrooke's True Blue was first over the line at 19:27 after taking the lead 

early in race. Next was Wistari at 19:32, then Obsession, Femme Fatale, Solace and 

Red Jacket, all crossing the line within 5 minutes of her finish. Foxbat finished last at 

19:44. 

Long Distance Pennant Race 3 – Division 1 & 2 

The HYC Long Distance Pennant Race was held on Sunday 11 January in combination 

with the Fred McLaren 

Perpetual Trophy Series Race 

3, a combined Huon Yacht Club 

(HYC) and Port Cygnet Sailing 

Club (PCSC) race. The race 

started at the PCSC start line 

at 11:00, following a course 

down the Port Cygnet Estuary 

out into the Huon River and 

round Huon Island to 

starboard, then back to the 

PCSC.             Winner,  True Blue hard on the wind in Mc Laren Race3 



  

 

These were ideal conditions for yacht racing. 

Summer had come back after a few days 

absence. The brilliant sunshine reflecting off the 

whitecaps on the deep blue water showed the 

river at its best and the green forest-covered 

hills framed the brilliant coloured yachts with 

their sails and spinnakers. The race started with 

light SW winds, backing to SE by 12:30 and 

rising to 15 – 20  knots in the D'Entrecasteaux 

Channel.  

Obsession beats up the Cygnet Estuary 

                    Redback and Ramrod locked together in the race for line honours. 

The Huon Yacht Club Long Distance Pennant Race (LDP) is run in two divisions, over 

the same course this time. There were seven HYC boats competing for the LDP out of 

a combined total of 22 from both clubs in the McLaren Series. LDP Division One line 

honours went to Scott Sharp and crew on the Kaufman 36' Ramrod, who was one 

second and half a spinnaker ahead of Dave O'Neill's Kaufman 40', Redback. 



  

 The winner on handicap was Jeff Sharp's 33' Jenneau Femme Fatale,  

followed by Rod Coombe's 37' sloop The Yoop, then Red Back, Red Jacket and 

Ramrod. 

                  

              Skipper, Rod Coomb brings The Yoop into 2nd place in HYC, LDP Race 3 

 

 

Division Two winner on handicap and winner of line honours in that division was 

Robbie Seabrooke's True Blue, followed over the line 6 minutes later by Stan 

Pickering's Obsession. 

The next HYC twilight race is on Thursday 16 January. The fourth LDP race is on 

Saturday 17 at 10:00. First Division's course is from the HYC to Green Island and Arch 

Rock and back, second Division's course is round Huon Island and back. 


