
McLaren Race 2  8th December 2018 by Pam Mann. 

 
Saturday’s second McLaren race was held at Port Huon. The harbour race course set for the race was from the 

start/finish line to Brabizon Point then back to the Hospital buoy, then back to the start/finish line, three laps. Three 

Port Cygnet yachts, Disgratziato, Varg and Catherine M, sailed to Port Huon to compete in the race starting at 12 

o’clock. Disgratziato, was the first Cygnet boat to arrive and was waiting at the dock in front of the clubhouse when 

Race official, Pam Mann arrived. The skipper was keen to find out the course set and which was our VHF working 

channel for race communications. They had experienced stronger wind before they got to Brabizon Point, but once 

rounding it they had the 10 knots South Easterly that Port Huon was recording at the time. 

The rest of the race fleet quickly assembled and eleven boats began jostling for position. Entrants were Disgratziato, 

Varg, Sabre, Catherine M, French Connection, Gem, Sea Gems, Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP), The Yoop, 

Komodo and, the smallest boat in the fleet (only 15 feet long without the bowsprit), the just recently launched 

Kermadec. Peter Krabs’skills in constructing the John 

Harris design, ‘pocket ship’, Kermadec show a great 

attention to detail. The hull is built out of highest quality 

Bruynzeel plywood and Tasmanian timber was used for 

spars and fitout. The tan sails completed the picture of 

the perfectly crafted trailer yacht. 

The mass start went with only a small hiccup when Varg 

was over the line at start time, but she quickly re-crossed 

the start line to make amends and continued with the 

race. The south easterly required the yachts to tack up to 

Brabizon Point, but allowed a downwind run with 

spinnakers to Hospital Bay. By the time the first boats 

arrived back at the start/finish line, AGAP and Disgratziato were just 9 seconds apart, with French Connection and 

Varg close behind.  

By the second lap, Disgratziato was ahead of Varg by one minute with AGAP and French Connection following closely 

with only one minute between each of them. In the meantime Kermadec had retired with some minor rigging issues 

to be rectified.  

Disgratziato was first to cross the finish line with Varg 

second 2 minutes behind. Third was AGAP 3 minutes 

later, fourth French Connection, fifth Catherine M, sixth 

The Yoop, seventh Sabre, eighth Sea Gems, ninth 

Komodo, and tenth Gem. Once the handicaps were 

applied the positions were 1st Disgratziato, 2nd French 

Connection, 3rd Varg, 4th The Yoop, 5th AGAP, 6th 

Catherine M, 7th Sea Gems, 8th Sabre, 9th Komodo and 

10th Gem. Wil Muere, skipper of Gem had been doing a 

sterling job sailing solo, with the ketch rig, in the 12 

knot breeze, but was last to cross the finish line.  

This was the last race for 2018 and next year’s racing 

starts with a Twilight on the 3rd January and the third 

Long Distance Pennant on the 5th January. As is usual, club members will be watching the start of the Sydney to 

Hobart race on Boxing Day at the clubhouse from 11am. Bring a plate of food and watch it with us. 


