
  

2016 Pipe Opener 

By Jeremy Brown 

The 48th Pipe Opener Series was held last weekend on the Derwent, the Channel and 

the Huon River. This is the traditional annual pre-season yacht racing regatta 

conducted by the Derwent Sailing Squadron (DSS) in conjunction with the Huon Yacht 

Club (HYC). 

The series is comprised of three races. The first race - the Pipe Opener – was to be 

from the Derwent Sailing Squadron in Sandy Bay to Gordon, but was shortened to 

finish at Green Island because of light winds. A fleet of 37 boats started at 7:00 PM on 

Friday 16th September in three divisions. 

Light and fickle winds were the order of the day (or night, rather), with line honours 

going to Matthew Denholm's Cleopatra, first over the line at 12:37 AM. There were no 

entries from the HYC in division 1 & 2, but David Robbie Seabrook’s True Blue and 

Stan Pickering's Obsession took third and fourth place respectively in division 3. with 

Obsession crossing the line at 3:12 AM. 

After the race most boats continued up the Huon River to the marina at Port Huon, 

ready for the second race - The Cock of the Huon - scheduled for that afternoon. This 

race was run by the HYC and started from the HYC Club House at Shipwrights Point at 

1:30 PM on Saturday. There were 28 boats racing in three divisions. Again it was light 

and variable winds, and a strong down-river tidal rip for the first half of the race 

meant some boats had difficulty getting back to Hospital Bay after rounding the 

Brabazon Point mark. Fortunately winds picked up after this allowing all boats to 

finish. 

 

 

Colourful Spinnakers aided a slow moving fleet 



  

The race was won on corrected time by Emotional Rescue, making skipper Michael 

Hutchinson this year's Cock of the Huon. In Division two, Mick Bartlett's Another Girl 

Another Planet came sixth and in Division three True Blue took first place, Don Kerr's 

Aqua-Fae, came second, followed by, Obsession and Wil Meure's Stardust Dancer last 

over the line. 

 

Mick Bartlett’s Another Girl Another Planet squeezes through at the start of Division 2 

 

The Prize giving and presentation for the place holders in each division and the overall 

winner were held at The Kermandie Hotel, who provided an excellent buffet meal 

before the prize giving. Prizes were presented by HYC Commodore Stan Pickering. 

Sunday was an almost windless day, with occasional light breezes barely keeping the 

sails flapping. The course was shortened and the DSS start boat was moved to off 

Whale Point and the finish position moved up to Poverty Point. There were no HYC 

entries in Division 1, but AGAP scored second in Division 2 and True Blue took first in 

Division 3, with Obsession coming fourth.  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year's DSS Pipe Opener was sponsored by Ronald Young & Co. Builders and the 

Cock of the Huon was sponsored by Huon Aquaculture. For full race results and race 

reviews see the DSS website at http://dssinc.org.au/ 

Coming up on 9 October is the HYC Opening Day with a sail-past at 1:30 PM, then the 

official opening and refreshments at the Shipwrights Point club house afterwards.  

All welcome! 


