
HYC News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 

Last Thursday 10 November was the second race of the first Twilight Series for the 

2016-17 season. Six boats competed. There was a light breeze at the start but it 

faltered by the end of the first lap so the course was shortened.  

Will Meure's Stardust Dancer pulled away well at first and looked like she might hold 

her lead through the race, but she was overtaken on the last leg by Mick Bartlett's 

Another Girl Another Planet, who went on to win by less than a minute. Stardust 

Dancer took second, Phil and Julie Mitchell's Kalista came third eight minutes later 

followed by Stan Pickering's Obsession, John Flowers' Mistral (out on the water for her 

first race), then Jeff Sharp's French Connection coming last. There was the customary 

BBQ afterwards at the club house.  

The light winds suited Another Girl Another Planet well – she seems to glide 

effortlessly along in practically no wind. It was not so favourable for French 

Connection, a new 34 foot Jenneau that will do much better with a bit more wind. New 

boat Mistral is a 33 foot Yamaha that would also benefit from more wind. This years 

racing season again confirms that there is neither rhyme nor reason in the weather in 

southern Tasmania. Last year was warm, dry and quite windy (caused by the El Nino 

maybe), whereas this year has been quite disappointing so far, with wind only 

seeming to blow on non racing days.  

Harbour Series 

The third race of the HYC Harbour Series was held at 2:00 PM on Saturday 12 

November. The three HYC stalwarts turned out to race.  And for once there was wind! 

A steady North – North Easterly breeze, gusting to more than 20 knots at times kept 

sailors busy on the winches. The course chosen and the wind direction meant that 

most legs of the race were tightly sheeted reaches with boats heeling over 15 – 20 

degrees. Exciting stuff after the light airs and fluky conditions so far this season. Jeff 

Sharp's French Connection pulled into the lead early, and after a little bit of a 

challenge from Stan Pickering's Obsession in the first lap, improved her lead to take 

line honours, crossing the line 12 minutes before Obsession, with Dave O'Neill in True 

Blue coming in four minutes after Obsession. 

On corrected time the race was won by Obsession, with French Connection second and 

True Blue last. The course was about 10 miles over three laps and completed in 90 



minutes (by Obsession), giving an average speed of about seven knots for the race. 

 

                Obsession storms across the line to take the win on handicap. 

Coming Up 

Next Saturday 19 November at 10:00 AM is the start of the second race of the HYC 

Long Distance Pennant. The course is to Esperance Harbour and around the Faith, 

Hope and Charity Islands. This is a long race – about 40 miles there and back again. 

For more results, further information on upcoming races and photos of boats and crew 

please go to the web page huonyachtclub.org. 


