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By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 3 

On Thursday the scene was set for an exciting race – NW winds reaching 25 knots at 

their peak and low threatening clouds coming across the mountains - small head-sails 

and reefed mains were the order of the day. Once again it was a tight reach to the 

middle mark then a set of hard tacks up to the Hospital Bay buoy. The wind  

eventually eased off and turned into light rain near the end of the last lap of the race. 

Redjacket was the most impressive performer, knifing through the water at 12 knots 

at times. She was last to start but took line honours, beating Bianco to the line by less 

than a minute, with Kalista taking third place 14 seconds later. Those last two boats 

had a very competitive race - they both sailed extremely well with crews of two in the 

difficult conditions. Obsession overtook Gem on the last lap to score fourth by less 

than two minutes, and Femme Fatale came in sixth, a minute after Gem. It was a 

close finish with all boats finishing within six minutes of race leader Redjacket.  
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                  Combined Autumn Harbour and Tassal Killala Bay Race 

     Redback leads start of Tassel Killala Bay Race 

10 – 15 knot winds were forecast with a possibility of light rain. Winds were steady 

from NW. Redback joined the regular HYC boats for this race. It was a classic start 

with everyone crossing the line very smartly, heading down river to Killala Bay. Boats 

flew Spinnakers as the wind came more behind after Whale Point. The wind got 

stronger in Petcheys Bay as the boats rounded the mark in Killala Bay and started the 

tack back up to the start line. The fleet began to spread out over the course and by 

the second lap the faster boats were well in front. The wind remained steady for the 

second lap and only died away after the finish. 

Dave O'Neill's Redback took line honours after 2 hours 22 minutes, followed by Mick 

Bartlett's AGAP ten minutes later, then Jeff Sharpe's  Femme Fatale six minutes after 

her. Stardust Dancer was last to finish after 3 hours and 36 minutes. Places were 

reversed after handicap time correction, with Will Meure's Stardust Dancer taking first 

place, then Stan Pickering's Obsession, Femme Fatale, followed by AGAP and  

Redback. Such are the mysteries of handicapping – on corrected time the boats all 

finished within a 10 minute time-span. Once again it was an exciting race with strong 

steady winds. 

Coming up 

The fourth race in the third Twilight Series will be held on Thursday, and the fifth HYC 

Autumn Harbour Series race will be held on Saturday 5 March, starting at 2:00 PM.  


