
Twilight Race 14th February and Race 4 McLaren Saturday 16th February 

 

This week’s Twilight race followed a blustery, windy day but by the start of the race the wind was 

down to 14 knots from the northwest. Four yachts arrived to compete. They were Sea Gems starting 

at 6.07pm, Aqua Fae (6.13), Sabre (6.14) and Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP) at 6.32pm. Mistral 

was unable to start this week owing to Commodore John Flowers being laid up with a back injury. 

The course set was a shorter one, being from the start line to Hospital Bay, then the mid river buoy, 

then to the start/finish line, three laps. Though it wasn’t exactly raining, the cloudy conditions made 

the visibility limited. 

The first lap was reasonably faster than we have come to expect in the Autumn Twilight series. Sea 

Gems completed this lap 3 minutes after the fastest boat in the fleet, AGAP, started. The boats were 

still in the order of starting as they rounded the start/finish line buoy after the first lap. By this time 

the wind had eased to 10 knots from the west. AGAP revels in these light breezes but had her work 

cut out to catch up to the earlier starters.  

By the second lap, the gaps between the boats had narrowed and Sea Gems was still ahead with 

Aqua Fae 5 minutes behind. Next came Sabre, 2 minutes after them and AGAP following just 6 

minutes later. The wind had eased slightly to 8 knots, still from the west and reasonably constant. 

On the third lap into Hospital Bay, three of the boats jostled for position to round the buoy. This was 

where a change of placings occurred. The finish showed all the yachts finishing within 6 minutes. Sea 

Gems had held the lead by close to 2 minutes from AGAP, third was Sabre, 2 minutes later, then 

Aqua Fae, 2 minutes behind. The 8 knot breeze had held for the entire race so all the boats and 

crews had good conditions for sailing. 

The next Twilight race will be held on Thursday 21st February and, on Monday the 25th February, the 

club will hold another Twilight race to make up for the one missed due to the bushfires. 

Saturday the 16th February saw 

the start of the fourth race in 

the McLaren Series, held in 

conjunction with the Port 

Cygnet Sailing Club, at 1pm. The 

course for the fourth race was 

from the Huon Yacht Club to 

Cygnet via Waterloo Bay and 

Brooks Bay. The wind was from 

the south west at 10 knots at 

the start and by the time the 

boats finished at Cygnet they 

had a 20 knot sea breeze. 

Fourteen yachts arrived for the 

start. These were Disgratziato, Dinkum, Bess, Janice A, Sabotage, Plaba IV, Flying Scud, Aqua Fae, 

Sabre, Heritage, Varg, Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP), Fleetwing and Catherine M. All the 

yachts looked a fine sight as they all made a clean start.  

Dinkum appeared to have been unaware that the red buoy marking Pipiriki Reef was there and ran 

aground when they tried to go between the buoy and Shipwrights Point. Dinkum was able to 

extricate himself within 5 minutes as the tide had just turned and lifted him off. The largest boat in 

the fleet Heritage was also unaware of the reef and also ran aground even though the officials in the 

starters in the box tried in vain to warn them by radio that they were running into shallow water. 
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The Port Cygnet rescue boat was quickly in attendance and Heritage came free of the reef in about 

twenty minutes.  

The race was marred a little because some of the Cygnet boats were seemingly unaware of the 

course and they didn’t go via Waterloo and Brooks Bay. Of the fourteen starters five completed the 

correct course and the placings over the line were Flying Scud first, AGAP second, Catherine M third, 

Aqua Fae fourth and Sabre fifth. The results for the Series were First AGAP, Second French 

Connection and Third Disgratziato. 


