
Twilight Race 15th November by Pam Mann 

 

Thursday 15th November started off with occasional showers but by the afternoon fined up and 

presented the Twilight fleet with a constant south easterly breeze of 10-12 knots. The course set for 

the days racing was from the start to the Hospital Bay buoy then a tack over to the Bullock Point 

buoy then a downwind run back to the start/finish line, three laps. Six yachts arrived to compete. 

These were AGAP, 

French Connection, 

Gem, Sabre, Sea 

Gems, and recently 

arrived from Cygnet 

Komodo, a Top Hat 

Mark 1 design. Many 

in the club 

remembered Komodo 

competing and 

winning over the years 

while being resident in 

Cygnet and were 

delighted to have her 

join the HYC fleet. 

Komodo’s handicap is 

to be sorted out over 

the first three races but for the start of this race Handicapper Mick Bartlett had Komodo due to start 

at Gem’s time of 5.55pm. Unfortunately skipper Rob Cooper and crew John Mann had trouble with 

the main just before the start and were 6 minutes late for their start time. Sea Gems was due to start 

at 6.03, Sabre at 6.11, French Connection at 6.26 and AGAP at 6.35.  

At the start of the second lap Gem 

was still well ahead of the rest of 

the fleet. Even though the wind  

was steady, direction constant, the 

strength had eased down to 10 

knots from the SE. This gave the 

race officials the usual dilemma of 

whether to shorten the race or 

change the course. Gem retained 

the lead and as she started her 

downwind run to the finish line for 

the second time the decision was 

made to shorten the course to 2 

laps only. The breeze by this time 

had eased further to 8 knots from the SE. Gem finished first at 7.44pm, Sabre at 7.53, French 

Connection at 7.57, AGAP 16 seconds later, Sea Gems at 8.07 and Komodo at 8.08pm. 

There will be two more Twilight races before the Christmas break and Saturday the 24th November 

will be a Long Distance Pennant race starting at 10am. The course will be decided on the Thursday 

before. 


