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This week’s Twilight race followed a windy day, but by the time of the race start, the wind had eased 

to 8 knots from the southwest. The course set for this race was a shorter one, due to the days 

getting shorter and the weather prediction of the wind easing even more. This was from the start 

line to the mid river buoy, then to Hospital Bay then back to the start/finish line, 3 laps. 

Seven yachts arrived to 

compete. These were 

Driftwood to start at 

6.02pm, Little Red Boat at 

6.04, Velella at 6.06, Sea 

Gems and Aqua Fae at 

6.10, Sabre at 6.14, and 

Another Girl, Another 

Planet (AGAP) at 6.34pm. 

The earlier starters got 

the best of the wind and 

by the time they 

approached the start/finish buoy for the first time the fleet had bunched up, though AGAP had a 

long way to go to catch up. Sabre had taken the lead, quickly followed by Aqua Fae, Sea Gems, 

Velella, Little Red Boat and Driftwood. All these yachts rounded the buoy in the space of 3 minutes, 

which made it exciting for the spectators. AGAP by this time had made up some of the distance and 

was 15 minutes behind. The wind had eased again to 5-6 knots from the west. Patches of calm could 

be easily seen from the starter’s box. It became very apparent that the course would have to be 

shortened to 2 laps. 

All the boats had frustrating battles with the wind. The direction was varying from southwest to 

northwest as they tried to tack into Hospital Bay and the occasional patch of calm added to their 

anguish. Sabre was the first boat to appear out of Hospital Bay and cross the finish line. It became 

obvious that the wind had played around with the crews unfairly, and the positions had changed 

radically. Second to finish was Aqua Fae, 3 minutes later and AGAP was third over the line. The light 

breeze was ideal for both Sabre and AGAP. Next came Sea Gems, Velella, Little Red Boat, and 

Driftwood.  

Saturday’s Killala Bay race 

was held in idyllic 

conditions with a clear 

sky, and at the start of 

the race, a 10 knot 

easterly. The course for 

the race is to Killala Bay 

then back to the 

start/finish line 2 laps. 

Four yachts arrived to 

compete. These were 

Sabre, Aqua Fae, Komodo 

and Gem. At the start all 

the boats were close 
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together crossing the line. By the time they were about to disappear around Brabizon Point the 

boats were strung out.  

At the end of lap one, Aqua Fae was leading by 3 minutes, then came Sabre, with Gem just 30 

seconds behind flying her spinnaker, then came Komodo. By this time the wind had shifted to 12 

knots from the south requiring the boats to tack down to Brabizon Point. Komodo was fortunate to 

experience a wind shift, yet again, to south east at 10 knots and was able to make a direct route to 

round Brabizon Point. 

As the yachts reappeared around Brabizon Point for the second time, they made a great sight with 

Aqua Fae flying her spinnaker and then Gem with everything up, Mizzen, Main, Genoa and 

Spinnaker. The line placings for the race were Aqua Fae first, Gem second, Sabre third and Komodo 

fourth. Handicap placings were Gem, Aqua Fae, Sabre and Komodo.  

Next Monday 25th there will be another Twilight held, to make up for the one missed because of the 

bushfires. Thursday 28th February the normal Twilight will be held. 


