
Twilight Series 3 Race 2 22nd February 2018 

The twilight race on Thursday 22nd of February was a beautiful night for sailing with a steady South 

Easterly breeze and warm weather.  A fleet of 7 yachts competed and enjoyed near perfect sailing 

conditions.  The starters set a course of 3 laps around the bay with the aim to give the fastest regular 

boat in the fleet Mick Bartlett’s Elliott 780 Sports Boat, Another Girl Another Planet (AGAP,) 60 

minutes to catch the slower boats. The first boat off was Peter Lentz’s Farr 5000 Little Red Boat in 

her second race with the club and therefore the results were not counted in the overall results.  

Little Red Boat started 37 minutes before AGAP, followed by Doug Hick’s Saraband, Tony 

Cumbridge’s Sea Gems, John Townsend’s Sabre and Jeff Sharp’s French Connection. 

Also racing for the first 

time was Peter 

Marmion’s Adams 12 

Avenger which also did 

not count in the overall 

results but as the largest 

and potentially fastest 

boat in the race was the 

last boat to start 2 

minutes behind AGAP. 

The forecast was for the 

sea breeze to decrease 

as the afternoon wore 

on, in theory giving the 

boats starting earlier an advantage but this proved not to be as the breeze held for the duration of 

the race.  

As the race progressed the faster boats which started later gradually made inroads into the earlier 

boat’s leads but the Little Red 

Boat managed to maintain her 

lead much to the delight of her 

skipper Peter who was sailing her 

single handed. 

After 2 laps AGAP had sailed her 

allotted 60 minutes and 

therefore the starters decided to 

shorten the race.  

The fresh conditions suited 

French Connection which 

managed to catch and pass the 

fleet with the exception of Little Red Boat which crossed the finish line first, but did not count in the 

race results, giving French Connection the race win.  

Second across the line was Sea Gems followed by Saraband then Sabre which was not at her best in 

the fresh breeze.  
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AGAP crossed the line in front of Avenger which did not count in the results and AGAP was awarded 

last place which put a smile on Skipper Mick Bartlett’s face as he now starts 3 minutes earlier in the 

next race.  

The race was followed by crews returning to the clubhouse for a BBQ and the chance to swap stories 

about their efforts on the water.  

The previous weekend Jeff Sharp’s French Connection along with fellow Huon Yacht Club member 

Scott Sharp sailing his Melges 32 sports boat Crusader competed in the Crown Series Regatta in 

Hobart hosted by the Bellerive Yacht Club In her division French Connection was placed 1st, 2nd 7th 

and 8th in the four races she competed in with a 4th place overall in her division in a fleet of 8 boats. 

Crusader competed in 7 races over the weekend and was placed 3rd, 11th, 1st, 9th, 18thand 19th for an 

overall 14th place in her division in a fleet of 19 boats. In the first race of the regatta on Friday 

afternoon Crusader was awarded 1st place but due to a protest being upheld by another boat 

following a minor collision she was excluded from the race results.   

The harbour race scheduled for Saturday 24th February was called off due to the weather. 


