
Twilight 22nd and Long Distance Pennant 24th November 2018. 

 

Rain, rain and more rain. The crews for the races this week had to be hardy souls as the warmer 

weather had recently deserted us and rain, albeit light, came down. Five yachts competed in this 

week’s Twilight race. These were Gem, Komodo, Sabre, French Connection and Another Girl, Another 

Planet (AGAP). The course set was the shorter option of start/finish to the mid river buoy, then to 

the Hospital Bay 

and back to the 

start/finish line, 3 

laps. 

Gem started at 

5.58pm with a 

steady southerly 

breeze of 18 

knots. Komodo 

started at 6.00 

and was able to benefit from the steady breeze. Sabre’s start time was 6.13 but by that time the 

breeze, though steady, had begun to gradually ease and was 10 knots from the south east. French 

Connection’s start at 6.26pm and AGAP’s at 6.35 meant that they had even lighter winds. The rain 

had held off for the beginning of the race but by 6.30 a light rain was falling and visibility was 

reduced. Gem had completed the first lap by 6.30 just before AGAP’s start. Komodo was 4 minutes 

behind Gem. By 7.00pm the race officials realised that the race would have to be shortened to two 

laps. The wind by then was down to 8 knots from the south east. All the while the rain came down.  

Gem crossed the finish line at 7.15pm, Komodo three minutes after them and Sabre following one 

minute later. French Connection crossed at 7.27 and AGAP at 7.33pm after having been becalmed in 

Hospital Bay. AGAP performs well in light airs but this was just too light for the crew to coax any 

more speed from her. Skipper Mick Bartlett called the race officials and assured them that he was 

doing the best he could. The reply was that they were also doing their best by shortening the course 

so they wouldn’t get any wetter than they were. The reply was,” Too late for that!” They were 

already drenched.  

Komodo’s crew reported, later back at the clubhouse, that by the time they had picked up their 

mooring in Hospital Bay it was calm as a millpond. One hopes that for the next Twilight on Thursday 

29,th the last one of the series before Christmas, it is finer and warmer.  

Saturday 24th November was also a rainy and cold day for the second Long Distance Pennant. The 

forecast was for wind to 15-20 knots from the south to south east and rain. Here we go again! The 

course chosen for the race was from the start at HYC clubhouse to a buoy at Beaupre Point and back. 

Time estimated to be around 3 hours sailing.   

Three yachts, French Connection, 

Sabre and Gem with their intrepid 

crews, lined up for the start at 11am. 

Rain was falling lightly. At the start 

the wind was steady from the south 

at 12-15knots, requiring all boats to 

tack up to Brabizon Point. Visibility 

was down and after they started the 

boats were hard to spot as they 

headed south. Race officials received 
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a call from French Connection at 12.46, that they were approaching Brabizon Point on the return leg 

and they were doing 9 knots at the time. As forecast the wind by 1pm was south easterly at 18-20 

knots. From the starters box French Connection’s blue spinnaker stood out in the poor visibility and 

their swift progress was watched with interest. They crossed the finish line at 1.14pm just 2 hours 

and 14 minutes for a race expected to 3 hours duration. Well done.  

Sabre was the next to appear out of the 

gloom and crossed the finish line at 

1.55pm. By 2.30 the wind was easing 

down to 10 knots from the south but 

the rain kept falling. Gem was hard to 

see in the conditions but was spotted as 

they approached Bullock Point. They 

finished at 2.40pm. The handicap 

placings were the same as the line 

placings, that is, French Connection first, 

Sabre second, and Gem third. The next 

weekend race will be on the 8th 

December, the last before Christmas. 

This will be the McLaren 2 and a 

harbour course will be set from the Huon Yacht Club. Start 1pm. 


