
Twilight Race 24th January by Don Kerr 

 

On a smoky Thursday afternoon 7 yachts competed in the 4th race of the 2nd 

twilight series.   

Daryl Watson’s Walker H28, Driftwood, arrived late for in her second race after 

sailing from Melbourne to her new home at Port Huon, arrived late and missed her 

6pm start time, crossing the line at 6.05pm.  Tony Cumberlidge’s Sea Gems started 

at 6.02pm, Don Kerr’s Aqua-Fae at 6.08pm, John Townsend’s Sabre at 6.17pm, 

Commodore John Flowers’ Mistral at 6.20pm, Jeff Sharp’s French Connection at 

6.25pm and the fastest yacht in the fleet, Mick Bartlett’s Another Girl Another 

Planet (AGAP), started at 6.32pm with the course set to give AGAP 60 minutes of 

sailing time to catch the early starters. 

The short course set was three laps from the start line around the mid river mark, 

into Hospital Bay and back to the start line which was shortened to two laps as the 

race progressed due to lack of wind. 

The early starters in the fleet had the best of the breeze with a 12 knot south 

easterly which decreased as the race went on.  This saw some of the yachts 

becalmed as they sailed into Hospital Bay. 

Sea Gems crossed the line on the first lap with a one minute lead over Aqua-Fae, 

followed by Driftwood which was being hotly pursued by Sabre, French 

Connection, Mistral and AGAP. 

During the second lap Aqua-Fae 

managed to overtake Sea Gems on 

the slow run with a dying breeze 

behind into Hospital Bay and, after 

rounding the bay mark first, were 

becalmed and watched as Sea Gems 

found some breeze and started to 

close up. 

The remainder of the fleet in the 

main river were jostling for 

positions with the faster boats in the 

fleet gradually making up time on 

the early starters. 

Aqua-Fae’s crew were relieved, as 

the breeze that was coming into the 

Bay, reached them and they were 

able to get the boat moving and 
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managed to hold a slender lead to the finish line, finishing three minutes ahead of 

Sea Gems, with AGAP third followed by French Connection, Mistral, Sabre and 

Driftwood. 

Next Thursday 31st January is the last race in this five race series with Aqua- Fae 

and Sea Gems in the running for the trophy but with only 1 point separating the 

two boats of the same design it will be a close call. Saturday 2nd February is the 

last race of the long distance series with the course and starting time due to be 

decided at the BBQ following the twilight race Thursday evening.  


