
Twilight Monday 25th and Thursday 28th February 

 

Monday’s Twilight race was held as an extra to make up for the one missed during the bushfire 

crisis. With the forecast predicting the wind dying, the course chosen was the shorter option which 

is from the start to the mid river buoy, then Hospital Bay, then back to the start/finish line, 3 laps. 

Six yachts arrived to compete on a fine evening but as their 

start times came near, the wind decided to desert the fleet. 

Driftwood was due to start at 5.59pm, Velella 6.06, Sea Gems 

6.10, Aqua Fae 6.12, Sabre 6.17, and Another Girl, Another 

Planet (AGAP) at 6.34pm. As each boat’s start time came and 

went, they were helplessly becalmed and the flood tide was 

taking them further away from the start line. The race starters 

were speculating that they may have to award the race to the 

first to reach the start line. Around 6.25pm a very light breeze 

from the south was discernible, and the yachts began to move 

ever so slightly. AGAP was the only boat to cross the line near 

their allocated start time, about the same time as most of the other boats finally got moving.  

The slow going, during the 

first lap, made it obvious 

to the starters that the 

race would have to be 

shortened but the 

question of by how much 

could only be decided 

when the fleet 

approached the finish line 

in the second lap. First to 

start the second lap was 

Sabre, followed by AGAP 

just 4 minutes behind. 

Next came Aqua Fae, Sea 

Gems, Velella then 

Driftwood in that order. By 

this time the breeze was from the south west at 5 knots. The race was shortened to 2 laps only. As 

the second lap progressed the wind freshened to 15 knots from the south giving the crews a faster 

finish to the race.  

AGAP was the first yacht over the finish line followed by Sabre second, Aqua Fae third, Velella 

fourth, Sea Gems fifth and Driftwood sixth. 

Thursday 28th February also produced light winds and a clear sky as predicted. The course set was 

the same as Monday’s race, the shortest option, due to the dying wind and the shorter days. Five 

yachts arrived for the start. Driftwood due to start at 5.56pm, Sea Gems at 6.10, Aqua Fae 6.12, 

Sabre at 6.19, and AGAP at 6.36. The wind, at the time of the first start, was south east at 12 knots. 

By the time the boats completed their first lap, the wind had eased to 6 knots from the south. Aqua 

Fae was the first to round the buoy, with Sea Gems only a minute behind. Next came Sabre, AGAP 

and then Driftwood. 

By 7.30pm, all the yachts were becalmed near the mid river buoy for 15 minutes, before a light 5 

knot breeze got some of the boats moving. The race was shortened to 2 laps only and Sabre was the 
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first to appear out of Hospital Bay and cross the finish line. AGAP was second, Aqua Fae third, 

Driftwood fourth and Sea Gems fifth. 

Due to the shorter days closing in for the last Twilight race to be held on Thursday 7th March and the 

dinner to be held after the racing, the starting times have been moved forward by 15 minutes.  


