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This week’s Twilight race saw six yachts compete. Wind at the start was a steady south east at 12 

knots. Course chosen for this week’s race was from the start/finish line to the mid river buoy, then 

to Hospital Bay and back to the start/finish line, 3 laps.   

It was good to see the Little Red Boat 

make a return after having missed 

their presence for a few weeks. 

Regulars Gem, Sabre, French 

Connection and Another Girl, Another 

Planet (AGAP) were also joined this 

week by the Adam’s forty Smoke Rings 

from Dover. Skipper Ken Letters is 

only up in the Huon occasionally and 

came this time to join in the race and 

to attend the ‘End of Series/Christmas 

Dinner’ after the race. Gem’s regular 

attendance and winning streak in the 

last 3 races looked like it was going to continue this week as well, but unknown to Jen Bransky and 

Pam Mann in the start box, skipper Wil Muere had bad luck leaving the mooring. When he started 

the engine he couldn’t get it out of reverse. Having finally got that problem sorted, he arrived at the 

dock to pick up his crew Daryl Watson just in time to start.  

Little Red Boat was scheduled to start at 5.59pm, Gem at 6.01, Sabre at 6.15, Smoke Rings at 6.22, 

French Connection at 6.26, and AGAP at 6.32. Wil mistook the start signal for Little Red Boat to be for 

Gem as previous races he had been starting first. He also had difficulty raising the main and was over 

the line, but started at the same time as Little Red Boat who got away smartly. Starters tried to 

contact Gem to let Wil know but his radio at that time wasn’t on. Wil wasn’t having a good day! 

When he called in after 20 minutes it was explained that he was to keep on racing and he would 

have 5 minutes added to his finish time. 

Sabre, French Connection and AGAP all made starts only 5 to 6 seconds after their start time. Smoke 

Rings missed their start call but were only one minute 10 seconds after their start time. The breeze 

was steady and had turned to the south for the first and second laps of the course. Little Red Boat 

revelled in the breeze and held the lead for the entire race. By the end of the race the wind was still 

at 10 knots from the south. Smoke Rings, being a heavier cruising boat, was at a disadvantage in the 

light airs. As the rest of the fleet were finishing, they were just completing their second lap, and so 

as to not to be late for the dinner, retired from the race.  
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Placings were Little Red Boat first, 

Sabre second, AGAP third, French 

Connection fourth and Gem fifth. 

Kate Hoorweg from Franklin catered 

for the dinner and thirty hungry 

souls relaxed with the refreshments 

and fine food on offer. It was great 

that all the volunteer race starters, 

Sue Lanyon, Jennifer Bransky, Penny 

Morton, Pam Mann, Lorrie Dillon 

and Pauline Evans, were able to 

attend. 

Saturday 8th December, and the last 

race for this year, will be the 

Kermandie Challenge, McLaren 2 race to be held at Port Huon at 1pm and will be a Harbour race. We 

all are hoping the settled weather will hold. 


