
Twilight Race 7th February by Pam Mann 

 

Due to the bushfire emergency in the Huon Valley in the last two weeks, last week’s Twilight race, on 

Thursday 31st January, was cancelled. This race was to be the last of the Series 2 races but due to the 

cancellation, this Thursday 7th February was pronounced to be the last of Series 2 and Monday 18th 

February will see another Twilight race to make up the five races in Series three. Welcome rain had 

come during Wednesday night 

and conditions were perfect 

for racing on Thursday. 

Six yachts rallied to race in the, 

thankfully, smoke free 

evening. Sorely missed was 

Jeff Sharp and his yacht French 

Connection. Jeff took French 

Connection up to Hobart 

during the bushfire crisis and 

won’t be bringing her back for 

the rest of the season. Boats 

racing were Driftwood starting 

at 5.58pm, Sea Gems at 6.04, 

Aqua Fae at 6.11, Sabre at 6.14, Mistral at 6.20 and Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP) at 6.32. The 

course set was from the start line into Hospital Bay then to Bullock Point then back to the start/finish 

line, three laps. 

The breeze for the start was south west at 6 knots but the wind coming out of Hospital Bay appeared 

to be stronger. At the completion of the first lap Sea Gems had narrowed the distance from 

Driftwood and was only one minute behind. Aqua Fae had also narrowed the distance and was only 

five minutes behind Sea Gems. Sabre followed three minutes later then Mistral and AGAP.  

By the second lap the wind had 

freshened to south west at 10 knots 

gusting higher. The three leading boats, 

all being the same length and design, 

had ideal wind for their competition. By 

the time the leading boats approached 

the Start/finish line for the second time 

it was apparent to the race starters, Sue 

Lanyon and Pam Mann, the course 

would have to be shortened. It was 

decided to change the last lap to the 

mid river buoy then back to the finish 

line. By this time Sea Gems had got 

ahead of Driftwood by only 12 seconds 

with Aqua Fae three minutes behind them. Sabre was next and then came AGAP who had overtaken 

Mistral.  

Sea Gems was first over the line with Driftwood second one minute later, then Aqua Fae, Sabre, 

AGAP, and Mistral in that order. All boats reported that the going into Hospital Bay was challenging 

as the wind was varying from the northwest, west and southwest. Everyone was in high spirits, no 

doubt, as a relief from the fire emergency. Next Twilight will be the first of Series three and will be 

held on Thursday 14th February. 


