
Twilight Race 17th January and Harbour Race 19th January 

 

Smoky conditions greeted the nine yachts which showed up to compete in last Thursday’s Twilight 

Race. Newcomer to the fleet was 

Daryl Watson’s Driftwood which is 

the same length and designer as 

Aqua Fae and Sea Gems so the 

race was closely contested. 

Driftwood’s head sail was smaller 

than used for the evening by Aqua 

Fae or Sea Gems. Daryl usually 

crews for Vice Commodore Wil 

Muere so for this race Wil crewed 

for Daryl. Three boats got off first 

at 6.02. These were Driftwood, 

Sea Gems, and Little Red Boat. 

Aqua Fae started at 6.05, then 

Velella at 6.06, followed by Sabre 

at 6.17, Mistral at 6.20, French Connection at 6.28 and Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP). 

The wind prediction was for 16 knots at 6pm easing to 8 knots at 8pm. In fact the wind at 6pm was 6 

knots from the north east and through the period of the race varied in direction and speed never 

getting much over 6 knots. The course chosen was from the start line to Bullock Point buoy then to 

Hospital Bay and back to the start/finish line, then a short lap to the mid river buoy back to the 

start/finish line, then a repeat of the first lap. The reasoning for the choice of this course was if the 

wind conditions died completely the course could be easily shortened.  

The first five boats to start had a good sailing breeze and made good time around the first lap. The 

other four were unlucky enough to experience a calm patch just after starting. They were seen to be 

at a standstill for around ten minutes. This meant they had very little chance of catching the early 

starters. 

By the completion of the first 

lap, the first around the 

start/finish buoy was Little Red 

Boat, then a minute later Aqua 

Fae, another minute Sea Gems 

then Velella and Driftwood. 

Next was Sabre 20 minutes 

after the first boat, then AGAP 

and French Connection then 

Mistral. The second shorter, so 

called ‘sausage lap’, to the mid 

river buoy and back had Little 

Red Boat, Aqua Fae and Sea 

Gems closely bunched up with 

Velella and Driftwood closely following.  

The race starters decided to shorten the course at this stage to a repeat of the second lap. The 

breeze was down to 4 knots from the south west. Varying from the north east, south east, and south 

west had the crews using all their skills trying to second guess the next change. Unfortunately the 

larger and faster boats never had an opportunity to catch up with the leaders and after a hard won 
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battle Aqua Fae was first, second was Little Red Boat, third Sea Gems, fourth Velella, fifth Driftwood, 

sixth Sabre seventh, AGAP and French Connection eight. Mistral retired.  

Saturday 19th January was blowing a gusty westerly from 15 knots to 25 knots. Two yachts and their 

intrepid crews arrived to compete. These were French Connection and Gem. This harbour race was 

from the start to Brabizon Point then to Hospital Bay, then back to start line, three times.  

Both crews had their work cut out for them. They had a beam reach to Brabizon then had to tack 

back into Hospital Bay then a short downwind run. The wind had been forecast to ease as the 

afternoon drew on but this didn’t happen. As French Connection had started the third lap the wind 

was 20 to 30 knots from the west, and Gem requested a shortening of the course and French 

Connection quickly agreed. As French Connection was approaching the mid river buoy they suggested 

that the starters make the last lap the so called sausage lap (to mid river and back to finish). This was 

agreed by all and French Connection was first over the line with Gem second. Wil Muere, skipper of 

Gem, commented that he had considered retiring, but was glad when the handicaps were worked 

out that he hadn’t, as Gem was winner on handicap. Next Twilight is on 24th January. 

 


