
  

Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 1 Race 1 

Nine boats started in the first Huon Yacht Club twilight race last Thursday evening – a 

staggered start with the smallest yachts starting at about 5:45 PM and the faster ones 

up to 45 minutes later. The race handicapper Bev Pickering did an excellent job in 

calculating corrected starting times. The small boats were only 15 minutes over the 

line after the winners in a race that was two hours long for the first starters. 

Cool overcast conditions with a light but steady easterly wind of only a few knots at 

first that later rose to 10 -15 knots. Wistari and Sundance Dancer were first off 

followed by Kalista, Bianco and Obsession a few minutes later. Obsession and Kalista 

battled for the lead all through the race with Kalista beating Obsession over the line 

for first place by a 40 second whisker at the end. Phil & Julie Mitchell's Kalista is a new 

boat in the HYC fleet. It is a recently refurbished classic 36' timber yacht that 

promises to be very competitive. 

Red Jacket, Femme Fatale, Another Girl Another Planet (AGAP) and Teos finished in 

third, fourth, fifth  and sixth position with less than two minutes between them 

followed by Bianco a little after, Stardust Dancer and Wistari crossing the line only a 

few minutes behind her. 

An excellent start to this year's Twilight Series was followed by a barbecue at the club 

house after the race. 

          Huon River at Twilight 

 



  

Fred McLaren Perpetual Trophy series Race 1 

This race is a combined Port Cygnet Sailing Club – Huon Yacht Club event and is a 

great opportunity for the two clubs to sail in a bigger fleet. Sunday's race was the first 

race of this year's series with a mass start at 12 noon at Port Cygnet. The course was 

from the PCSC start line, around buoys in Brooks Bay and Waterloo to finish at the 

HYC at Shipwrights Point. The eighteen yachts in the fleet ranged in size from 

Redback and Varg to Madam and AGAP.  

   Crowded start to Mc Laren Race 1 at Port Cygnet 

Despite a weather forecast for light winds racing conditions were excellent. Most boats 

flew spinnakers in the run down Port Cygnet but took them down quickly once they 

were in the Huon River, tacking against a 10 – 15 knot NE wind that rose to 25 knots 

at times.  The fleet spread out quite quickly with the faster boats pulling well ahead. A 

late NW wind change penalised the small boats still tacking back and forth across the 

river.  Line honours was taken by Rigged, with Redback and Varg close behind. 

Obsession led the second half of the pack by a good margin.  

On corrected time the winner was Varg, with Obsession taking second place and  



  

Plaba IV coming third. 

This classic combined 

club long distance race 

was first held in 1986 in 

honour of Fred McLaren, 

a descendant of the 

McLaren partner of the 

Inches and McLaren 

boatbuilding company of 

Shipwrights Point. The 

company was first 

established in 

Desolation Bay (just 

near Brooks Bay) on the 

Huon River in 1848 and 

they built many of the 

boats the local river 

traffic relied on in the 

early days of 

settlement. Fred was an 

active member of the 

Huon Regatta 

Committee which seems 

to have last been raced 

in  

1954. 

 

Another Girl Another Planet drawn downwind by her huge asymmetrical spinnaker 

The Huon Regatta was a huge event “always a popular outing with Hobart people, a 

large number of whom seldom miss the trip to Shipwrights' Point on New Year's Day” 

with day-trippers coming down from Hobart on 'steamers' - up to 12,000 in its heyday 

in 1912! 



  

From the Hobart 

Mercury of 1912: 

“Excellent order was 

maintained amongst 

the very large 

crowd which 

assembled by the 

police, in charge of 

Sergeant Lonergan. 

The thanks of the 

committee are due 

to the police, and 

also to the Marine 

Board officials, 

under the direction 

of Capt Watchorn, 

for the capable 

supervision which 

they excercised 

over the jetty 

traffic, which was 

quite considerable, 

in view of the 

immense number of 

people who reached 

the regatta ground 

by water”. 

          Stuart Mear’s Vellella prepares to start at Port Cygnet 

 

 

This coming Thursday 12 November is another twilight race for the HYC and on 

Saturday at 2PM the annual 'Lady Skippers, Novice Skippers, Forward Hands' Harbour 

Race will be followed by afternoon tea at the club house.   

 


