
  

Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 1 Race 3 

There were seven starters for this staggered start harbour race of three laps of Course 

L. It turned out to be a very exciting sail. Brisk N – NW winds with squally bullets of 

25 knots for a minute or two meant skippers and crews had to be quick to respond to 

changing conditions.  

Course L is from the start line to Hospital Bay first so the boats had to confront the 

wind funneling down Kermandie River valley from the Hartz on the first leg. Boats 

were heeling and rounding up in the gusts.  

Staggered start means boat starting times are calculated by the handicapper: First off 

was Bianco, followed by Obsession five minutes later, then Kallista and Teos directly 

after that with Femme Fatale, AGAP and finally Red Jacket. 

 

                        Ken Studley and crew bring Teos out to race at twilight 

 

 



  

Obsession and Bianco handled the fairly heavy conditions well. There was almost a  

photo-finish at the end – Stan Pickering's Obsession beating Doug Emery's Bianco 

across the line by four seconds after trailing her all race by a few boat lengths. Third 

was Femme Fatale, then Kallista, Red Jacket, AGAP and Teos. 

There was another well attended barbecue afterwards at the club house. 

                Moveable human ballast hangs out to windward on Femme Fatale 

Long Distance Pennant  Race 2 

This was the second race of this Long Distance Pennant Series, raced in two divisions.  

All boats started at 10 AM on Saturday. The course for both divisions was from 

Shipwrights Point round the fish farm marker at Police Point and return. 

Division 1 boats were Femme Fatale and Redback, and Division 2 entrants were 

Obsession and AGAP.  



  

A strong wind from the N – NW backing to NE periodically led to a spinnaker start and 

very fast times down to Police Point, but there was a heavy tacking session back up 

river to the finish, battling against a rising swell with the wind strengthening and 

gusting to 35 knots. Conditions eased towards the end of the race as the wind finally 

veered to the West. 

In Division 1 Redback got both line honours and first place on adjusted time.  

AGAP retired due to the increasing wind strength and returned to the marina under 

motor power, leaving Obsession the winner in Division 2 with an elapsed time of 3 

hours and 35 minutes for a distance (including tacking) of ~19 miles – an average 

boat speed of 5.5 knots. 

Coming up 

Next Thursday 26 November will be the fourth race of the first HYC twilight series and 

2 PM Saturday is the fourth race of the Harbour series. This will be a mass start for a 

race to Surges Bay and return via Hospital Bay, then down to Brabazon Point and back 

to finish at Shipwrights Point.  See the website at huonyachtclub.org for more 

information on these races and any other yacht club news. 


