
  

Huon Yacht Club News 

By Jeremy Brown 

Twilight Series 1 Race 5 

There were seven entrants in the final race of the first HYC Twilight series, held last 

Thursday. Light NW winds of 5 to 10 knots occasionally backing to westerly and 

becoming lighter as the evening closed in. The starters reduced the course to two laps 

in the second leg because of the failing wind.  

 

Kalista won easily, with the remaining six boats crossing the line a few minutes apart, 

not long after her. While Bianco, Obsession and Stardust Dancer dithered around in 

the light airs and river current, with the mark so near yet so far, Red Jacket looked 

like she was going to steam over the line in front of them. Unfortunately she too fell 

into the hole about one hundred meters from the line.    

                         As turbulent tide meets river flow, to slow Obsession in twilight race.  

First was Phil and Julie Mitchell's Kalista with Obsession in second place. Bianco was 

third followed by Stardust Dancer, then Red Jacket, Femme Fatale and AGAP bringing 

up the rear. Stardust Dancer would probably have won had she gone round the mid-

river mark instead of the Bullock Point mark on the first lap. And the moral of that 

story is – Read the race instructions!  



  

Harbour Series 1 Race 5 

Four boats turned up on Saturday afternoon for the final contest of the first HYC 

Harbour series. There were reasonable 10 to 15 knot south-east winds with a 

smattering of rain – it was quite gusty, meaning hard work for skippers and crew. The 

race was three circuits of course D – to Hospital Bay, down to Bullock Point and back 

to the start line.  

             Femme Fatale and Redback duel in wet and cold weather in HYC Harbour Race 5. 

All boats started within a few seconds of the starters' gun and remained fairly close 

together for the first leg of the race. The fleet spread out after that with Redback's 

superior performance giving her line honours after 87 minutes. That was 12 minutes 

before Femme Fatale, and AGAP (who had been nipping at her heels throughout the 

race) coming in nine seconds later. Obsession was fourth after what seemed a long 25 

minutes later.  

On corrected time the positions were almost reversed with Stan Pickering's Obsession 

winning, 25 seconds before Jeff Sharp's Femme Fatale, Redback in third place and 

AGAP fourth. 

 

 



  

Coming up 

The second race of the McLaren Series will be held on Sunday 13 December at 1:00 

PM, a harbour race from the HYC start line and then there will be a break (in racing 

activities) until the third McLaren race around Huon Island starting at Port Cygnet 

Sailing Club on Sunday January 10.  

Please check the huonyachtclub.org web page at for details. Photographs of the races 

can be viewed on the site now – click on the link at the top of the page. 

 


