
Twilight Race 10th January 2019 by Pam Mann 

 

The forecast for Thursday’s twilight race was for the wind to ease down to 8 knots from the south by 

6pm and by 9pm down to 4 knots from the west. The course chosen for the race took the dying wind 

conditions into account and was a shorter one --- from the start/finish line to the mid river buoy 

then into Hospital Bay then to the start/finish line, three laps. Seven yachts competed in this week’s 

race. They were Gem 5.55pm start, Sea Gems 6.00pm, Aqua Fae 6.02pm, Saraband at 6.04pm, Sabre 

at 6.17, French Connection 6.28 and Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP) at 6.35pm. 

Gem had been hurrying back 

from down river to be in time 

for the start but had engine 

trouble on the way back up 

river. They arrived on time for 

their start as first boat to start 

in the pursuit race. The wind 

was at the predicted 8 knots 

from the west and all the 

boats made good starts for the 

first lap. Saraband has 

returned to the Twilights for 

the first time this season and 

wasn’t familiar with the 

courses so had to call up the 

race starters before the race for advice on the course set. 

Gem was still ahead as she started the second lap with Sea Gems and Aqua Fae (both boats of 

similar design and length) following a close 2 minutes behind. Saraband was next then Sabre, French 

Connection and AGAP. By the time the boats were heading for the Hospital Bay buoy for the second 

time, it was apparent that the race would have to be shortened to two laps only. 

Though the faster boats were closing the gap, they didn’t have a chance to overtake any of the 

others. Aqua Fae crossed first with Sea Gems only 40 seconds behind. Gem came next then 

Saraband, followed by Sabre, French Connection and AGAP in that order. All the boats finished in the 

space of 10 minutes by which time the wind had changed to northwest at 8 knots. The fine warm 

weather made for pleasant sailing conditions. 

Next Twilight race is on Thursday 17th January and Saturdays race is a Harbour race starting at 2pm. 


