
Twilight Report for 15th February and McLaren race 4 17th February by Pam Mann 

 

Thursday 15th February was forecast to be gale force winds with rain and it turned out to be exactly 

as forecast. As the day drew on it became increasingly obvious that the conditions weren’t going to 

ease for the usual Thursday night Twilight race. The Vice Commodore Don Kerr wisely decided, after 

conferring with the skippers, that the race was to be cancelled due to the adverse conditions. After 

all, the Twilight races are supposed to be fun! As the evening drew on it was proven that the right 

decision had been made. 

By Saturday 17th February the weather system that had caused the cancellation of Thursday’s race 

was still with us but had abated slightly. Saturday’s race was the 4th and last race in the McLaren 

series with the course set to start at Port Huon at 1.00pm and to finish at Cygnet. As happens often, 

Port Cygnet was experiencing stronger winds than Port Huon at the time. Three yachts from Cygnet 

set out in the morning to come around to Port Huon to compete in the race. They experienced 

contrary squally winds of 30 plus knots in their battle to arrive at the start line in time to race.    

Another Girl, Another 

Planet (AGAP) was the 

only Huon Yacht Club 

yacht competing 

leaving only three 

boats to compete. La 

Paloma called in at 

midday to report that 

three had set out and 

they had encountered 

the rough conditions. 

Ozone called in to say 

that they wouldn’t be 

able to reach Port 

Huon to be in time for 

the start so were 

turning back to 

Cygnet. Huon Yacht 

Club race starters watched as the first Cygnet boat appeared around Brabizon Point. First boat from 

Cygnet to arrive was Flying Skud. La Paloma was making slow progress towards the start line, motor 

sailing, having the tide against her. At 12.50 La Paloma asked if the race start could be postponed by 

15 minutes. With only three boats to compete the race starters felt that it would be churlish not to 

postpone the start by 15 mins, so sent a radio call to Flying Skud and AGAP. AGAP replied in the 

affirmative and as no reply was heard from Flying Scud, AGAP kindly sailed over to them to inform 

them that the start would be delayed by 15 minutes. La Paloma just got to the start line in time. It 

was observed that she made quicker time going downstream than their laboriously achieved slog 

upstream. 

The results for race 4 in the McLaren Series was La Paloma 1st, AGAP 2nd, and Flying Skud 3rd. The 

overall placings in the series were AGAP 1st, La Paloma 2nd, and French Connection 3rd. 


