
Huon Yacht Club Twilight 8th March by Daryl Watson and Don Kerr 

 
Five yachts competed in the twilight race last Thursday.  Wil Meure’s ketch Gem started first, followed 12 minutes 

later by Peter Lentz’ Little Red Boat (LRB).  John Townsend’s Sabre started two minutes after LRB followed 19 

minutes later by Jeff Sharp’s French Connection.  The final boat to start was Mick Bartlett’s Another Girl, Another 

Planet (AGAP) which started a total of 37 minutes after Gem. The course was set so that AGAP would have 

approximately 60 minutes of sailing time to catch the boats that started before her, which seems like a tall order. 

The three lap race was over a short course around the Hospital Bay mark and out to the mid-river buoy and back to 

the start line. 

At the beginning of the race there was a moderate south easterly breeze which favoured those yachts that started 

earliest, with the biggest handicaps.  After about 40 minutes however the breeze weakened and dropped, even 

further, toward the end of the race 

as the last yachts finished. 

The two-masted ketch Gem had a lap 

and a quarter head start on the 

faster yachts.  She sailed well with a 

good wind, particularly when 

reaching.  The sail on the second 

mast (the mizzen) helps balance the 

pressure on the headsail and allows 

her to move well under these 

conditions.  The wind was strong 

enough at first to be a challenge for 

the smaller yachts, but no-one chose 

to reduce the area of their mainsails 

by reefing.  

Sabre, revelling in the later light 

conditions, crossed the line comfortably seven minutes ahead of AGAP who sailed through the fleet to take second 

place and, as a result, Sabre’s handicap will be further reduced by starting three minutes later in the fifth and final 

race this coming Thursday 15th March. AGAP will be starting two minutes later also. 

Third across the line was French Connection one minute after AGAP, with LRB crossing the line in fourth two minutes 

later and Gem in fifth place a further four minutes later. This has earned her a three minute earlier starting time in 

this coming week’s race which will make her hard to catch, if the conditions suit her, as she will have a 42 minute 

head start over AGAP. 

The race between some of the yachts was close at times with only 14 minutes between first and last yachts to finish. 

The race was followed by an enjoyable two course meal which was well attended by friends and members of the 

Club.   

There is one twilight race left for the Autumn sailing season and with just one point separating the first three boats 

for the series win, it will be an interesting and hard fought race to see who wins the series trophy. 

 


