
Twilight race 15th March. Last race of the season. By Pam Mann 

 

This Thursday night twilight race was scheduled to start 30 minutes earlier than the summer race 

start times due to fading light conditions. This race was an added race to the schedule as one of the 

races in the season had to be cancelled due to bad weather. Six yachts came out to see the end of 

the autumn season of racing. The weather was light with showers and before the start a heavy 

shower moved through but thankfully the start was clear. The wind at the start was light at around 5 

knots from the south.  

The course chosen took into account the light conditions and was one of the shorter routes. 

Thursday’s set course was from the start/finish line to the mid river buoy, to Hospital Bay then back 

to the start/finish line, three laps. 

The first boat to start was Gem at 5.26pm. Saraband’s start time was 5.32 to be followed by Little 

Red Boat (LRB) at 5.41. Sabre was next to start at 5.46 then a gap until French Connection at 6.02 and 

Another Girl, Another Planet (AGAP) at 6.08.  

All the yachts experienced light winds throughout the first lap but as Gem and LRB came through the 

start/finish line at the end of 

the first lap they were 

becalmed for about 10 

minutes which gave the rest 

of the fleet time to catch up. 

It was cruel to watch. The 

breeze picked up in the 

second lap to 10-12 knots but 

due to the time lost due to 

the light winds experienced 

through the first lap race 

officials in the starters box 

were obliged to shorten the 

course to only 2 laps.  

 

The light was starting to fade as 

Sabre crossed the line first with Denis 

O’Neill at the helm. AGAP revelled in 

the light airs and was second to cross 

the finish line. Third was French 

Connection, fourth Saraband, fifth 

LRB and Gem was sixth. As if to finish 

the season with significant weather 

the rain came down after all the 

boats had finished.  


