
First Twilight Race of the Year by Pam Mann 

 

The summer presented the Thursday night racers with ideal conditions for the first race of 2019. The 

wind was 15 knots from the east as the yachts gathered for the start, but by the time the first boat 

started at 6pm it had dropped to 12 knots from the south. The course set was from the start/finish 

line (windward tack) to Bullock Point then downwind back to Hospital Bay, then back to the 

start/finish line, 3 laps. Ten yachts 

rallied and these were Gem starting 

at 5.58pm, Sea Gems at 6.00, Little 

Red Boat, Aqua Fae, and Komodo 

all started at 6.02, Velella at 6.06, 

Sabre at 6.17, Mistral 6.18, French 

Connection 6.26, and Another Girl, 

Another Planet (AGAP) at 6.32. 

Mistral, Commodore John Flowers 

yacht, was having her first race with 

the club. 

By the end of the first lap, an hour 

later, Sea Gems was ahead with 

Little Red Boat, Gem and Mistral all 

within two minutes following. Aqua Fae, French Connection, AGAP and then Sabre followed closely 

behind, gradually closing the gap. Next was Velella then Komodo who tangled with the start/finish 

buoy on rounding it. Komodo had a crew new to sailing, so they were having “on the job” training, 

but they decided to retire from the race so they could back in time for the barbeque.  

By this time the breeze had eased yet again to 8 knots from the south, as we all have come to expect 

with the summer Twilight races. Starters, Lorrie and Pam, then had the unenviable task of deciding 

whether to shorten the course to two laps only or to change the second lap to the mid river buoy 

then back to the start/finish line, before the fleet reached the mid river buoy. The decision was 

taken to shorten the course to two laps.   

The breeze continued to lighten and by the end of the race it had eased down to 4 knots from the 

south. Velella called in to notify the starters that they were retiring, as the light wind looked like 

dying out completely. They still 

had to get back to their mooring 

in Franklin. Results for the finish 

were AGAP first place, Mistral 

second, French Connection third, 

Sea Gems fourth, Sabre fifth, Little 

Red Boat sixth, Aqua Fae seventh, 

and Gem eighth. Komodo and 

Velella did not finish. All agreed 

that the excellent conditions 

made for a pleasant evenings sail. 

The scheduled Saturday race on 

the 5th January was cancelled due 

to not enough boats. The next 

Twilight race will be held on Thursday 10th January and on Sunday 13th the 3rd McLaren race will be 

held at 11am from the Port Cygnet Sailing Club to Huon Island and back to Cygnet. 


